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Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), or mad cow disease, is a nervous 
system disease of cattle.  Scientific research from around the world indicates that 
BSE is concentrated in specific nervous system tissues, and as such these 
tissues are treated as hazardous and removed from the food system.  Any 
animals found to be positive for BSE are immediately destroyed and completely 
removed from the food system.  As such, common cuts of beef (such as roast, 
steaks, and ground beef) are considered safe by the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency, and international agencies such as the World Organization for Animal 
Health.  Because of this, BSE poses an extremely low risk to human health.  
While Canada maintains a BSE surveillance program for Canadian cattle, it does 
not require mandatory testing of all cattle for BSE because there is no scientific 














Suppose you were shopping for a cut of beef (such as steak or a roast) in the 
retail store where you typically buy beef and you notice that some packages of 
beef have a label saying “Tested for BSE”, while other packages of beef do not 
have the “Tested for BSE” label.  How likely would you be to purchase a cut of 
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Variable  Mean  Std. Dev.  Canada
a 
Male  13.19%  33.86%  49% 
Age (in years)  49.75  14.55  39.5
b 
Children in the home  33.43%  47.20%  Not available 
Highest level of education attained by respondent: 
Lesshigh (less than high school)  6.55%  24.75%  23.76% 
Highschl (high school diploma)  46.43%  49.90%  25.54% 
College (college diploma)  34.72%  47.63%  32.56% 
Univdgre (undergrad degree)  10.02%  30.04%  11.62% 
Postgrad (post-grad degree)  2.28%  14.94%  6.52% 
Household income in 2009: 
incu25 (under $25,000)  17.56%  38.07%  20.33% 
inc2545 ($25,000-$49,999)  26.69%  44.25%  21.51% 
inc4570 ($45,000-$69,999)  23.02%  42.11%  21.50% 
inc7099 ($70,000-$99,999)  18.06%  38.48%  17.30% 
inc100p ($100,000 or higher)  14.68%  35.41%  19.36% 
Province of residence: 
Atlantic Canada  9.42%  29.23%  9.53% 
Ontario  51.09%  50.01%  50.74% 
Man/Sask.  9.03%  28.67%  8.83% 
Alberta  13.49%  34.18%  13.73% 





































Whether antibiotics are used during the raising of beef cattle  0.8697  0.1028 
Whether hormones are used during the raising the beef cattle  0.8545  0.1055 
Whether beef is from cattle which have been raised using 
enhanced animal welfare production methods 
0.8365  0.1666 
Whether beef is from cattle which have been produced using 
certified organic production methods 
0.8129  0.0636 
Whether beef is from cattle which are raised locally (i.e. 
within 100 kilometers of where I live) 
0.6955  0.0863 
Risk of exposure to food borne contamination  0.6281  0.4611 
Risk of exposure to mad cow disease/BSE  0.5667  0.4476 
The price I pay for beef at retail  0.0063  0.8828 
Cholesterol and fat  0.4844  0.4392 





Mean score  3.759  4.095 
	






















  Pork  Beef  Lamb  Chicken  Fish 
Very safe  442  500  325  424  375 
  (44%)  (50%)  (32%)  (42%)  (37%) 
Somewhat safe  454  457  324  502  452 
  (45%)  (45%)  (32%)  (50%)  (45%) 
Somewhat unsafe  55  32  35  57  78 
  (5%)  (3%)  (3%)  (6%)  (8%) 
Very unsafe  19  8  2  13  16 
  (2%)  (1%)  (<1%)  (1%)  (2%) 
Don’t know  38  11  322  12  87 
  (4%)  (1%)  (32%)  (1%)  (9%) 
	



































































































to purchase  
Low or medium 





  (-7.02)  (-4.73)  (-5.16) 
beefsafe  -0.306  -0.247  -0.398 





  (3.48)  (3.53)  (1.63) 
Pricf  -0.233
**  -0.355
**  -0.114 
  (-2.11)  (-2.14)  (-0.77) 
vfambse  0.417
*  0.623
*  0.226 
  (1.68)  (1.65)  (0.67) 
farming  0.350  0.155  0.484 
  (1.40)  (0.37)  (1.59) 
ownfoag  -0.248  -0.607  0.056 
  (-0.62)  (-0.97)  (0.12) 
growown  -0.325
*  -0.310  -0.378 
  (-1.68)  (-1.09)  (-1.44) 
organic  0.432
**  0.367  0.534
** 
  (2.25)  (1.28)  (2.04) 
highpint  0.952
***     
  (5.08)     
Intercept  -1.741
***  -1.386  -1.333 
  (-2.68)  (-1.51)  (-1.51) 
Sample size  1008  347  661 
Predicted probability  0.114  0.214  0.079 
Wald  102.890  39.9  39.61 
p-value  <0.0001  <0.0001  <0.0001 































































  All respondents 
High intention to 
purchase 
Low or medium 
intention to 
purchase 
Mean WTP  43.14%  51.99%  27.85% 
Standard error  13.04%  20.24%  15.31% 
95% confidence 
interval 
(17.57%, 68.70%)  (12.33%, 91.66%)  (-2.16%, 57.87%) 
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